Doris Beaver’s

SEEING THE ROUND CORNERS . . .
September 21, 2009
PART XIII – GLOBAL COOLING.  That old cliché, “necessity is the mother of invention” leads to some incredible solutions to life’s problems.  Carbon dioxide, whether man caused or nature caused, that is not absorbed by plants, oceans and forests ends up in the atmosphere acting as a barrier to sunlight bouncing back into the upper atmosphere and thus blamed for warming the planet.


The fly in the ointment to verifying this idea is how to determine just how much is caused by man, ostensibly that being the only part man can control, and how much occurs through nature – the natural carbon sinks attributable to the oceans and forests as examples.  

In February of this year, NASA launched what was described as an Orbiting Carbon Observatory (OCO) meant to study atmospheric carbon dioxide.  The OCO was aboard a Taurus XL rocket on which the vehicle fairing failed to separate preventing the satellite from reaching its planned orbit.  The OCO had onboard a computer program designed by Colorado State University (CSU) researchers.  


That satellite would have orbited pole to pole of the earth about every 90 minutes, shifting its crossings a bit every day, thus providing even coverage of the globe and its carbon.   CSU researchers explained the improvement would provide 100,000 measurements everyday.  The prior method involved 100 people around the globe using a jar to capture air and send it to a lab for testing.  


Now for Chapter 6 of Climate Change Reconsidered, Observations:  Extreme Weather.  The Nongovernmental Panel on Climate Change (NIPCC) presents in Chapter 6 information that “debunks” the claims of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that global warming causes (or already has) caused extreme weather occurrences such as floods, hurricanes, storm surges, heat waves and wildfires.  The NIPCC came to the opposite conclusion – weather would be less extreme in warmer weather.  
· Real-world evidence from Africa, Asia and other continents find no trend toward more frequent or more severe droughts.  The NIPCC review determined, “the worst droughts in recorded meteorological history were much milder than droughts that occurred periodically during much colder times.”

· Records for the twentieth century show flooding in Asia, Europe and North America has tended to be less frequent and less severe, but that “floods were more frequent and more severe during the Little Ice Age than they have been during the current Warm Period.”
· The IPCC stated, “It is likely that future tropical cyclones (typhoons and hurricanes) will become more intense, with larger peak wind speeds and more heavy precipitation associated with ongoing increase of tropical sea surface temperatures.”  The NIPCC countered this statement by pointing out, “There is no observed increase in the intensity or frequency of tropical cyclones, globally or in any of the specific oceans,” despite the supposedly “unprecedented” warming of the twentieth century.

· Real-world observations of El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) during the latter part of the twentieth century were not unprecedented in terms of their frequency or magnitude.  The NIPCC based its position on long-term records showing “when the earth was significantly warmer than it is currently, ENSO events were substantially reduced or perhaps even absent.  

· The IPCC relied again on model-based projections that precipitation in a warming world becomes more variable and intense, when observational data supports the proposition that precipitation responds more to cyclical variations in solar activity.

· The last 150 years have brought recovery from the global chill of the Little Ice Age, but records show no significant increase in either the frequency or intensity of stormy weather.

· CO2 concentrations have risen by as much as 20% between 1950 and 2002.  The NIPCC determined there was “no net change in either the mean onset date or duration of snow cover for the continent of North America,” and a “downward trend in  blizzards.”  The NIPCC observed that rising CO2 concentrations have not resulted in an increase in storm surges, but actually tended to decrease.
· Real-world data does not support the IPCC’s claim that global warming will lead to more extreme climate and weather.  “Air temperature variability almost always decreases when mean air temperature rises, be it in cases of temperature change over tens of thousands of years or over mere decades, or even between individual cooler and warmer years when different ENSO states are considered.

· The NIPCC addressed land area on the planet burned by wildfires saying, “As a whole there was no relationship between global warming and total area burned over the last two or three decades of the twentieth century,” while acknowledging specific parts of the planet have suffered increases in area burned and others suffered decreases.  

This writer is encouraged that, at least now and then, citizens from across the country are beginning to question some of the information being published on global warming, and to see that steps are being taken such as the Orbiting Carbon Observatory that will provide intelligent, credible information on carbon dioxide, a real step up from people with jars taking samples throughout the world and sending them to a lab for testing.  The jar sample method is demonstrative of the level of sophistication in this global warming syndrome.  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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